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10 this Computation, there die yearly in this 
City more than Froe Hundred for want of 
razer and timely Relief. 

But then, if me extend our Computation 
_ farther; and ſuppoſe that in all the, Pariſhes in 


England ( which are upward of Nine T hou- 


ſand) there only die Twwo in each of them 
yearly, whoſe Liver might have been ſaved, 
if proper Care had been taken of them ; then 
nbere are more thay Eighteen T bouſand who 
die for Want of it. 

And this Confuleration will 
exceeding melancholy, and deplorable ; if we 
add to it, that the Number is much greater 
of thoſe, who go can of the World without ever 
ſeeking or receruing thoſe Things which are 
neceſſary for their Soul's Health. 

To prevent and remedy this great Evil, to 
take Care both of the Bodies and Souls of thoſe, 
* art at ibe — time oppreſſed with Po- 
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verty and Sickneſs, is the Defign of this Pro: 
poſal; which, as it har bern recerved and end 
conraged in other Countries, ſo it is to be 
boped, ES 
Succeſs in our Own. 


22 ; 
ceſſarily give them ; and alſo lighten the Bur 

rant Souls, whom they uiſit. & is to be hoped, 
T ſay, ths they will be as Zealons and Indu- 


And who can tell, but thro' the Bleſſing 
of God, we wicy is & flew There fie the Bowe 
mcr, 22. received and 

Hallibed, 


The Preface. 
eftablifhed. ar the Larter: Since they ave-not leb 
Neceſſary and Uſeful, nor leſs Beneficial and 
liabe to fewer Difficulties, and Objeftions thun 
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Two of the greateſt Temporal 
rn. yet 


. fame Perſon, 


they are not altogether inſupportable. | 
A 


n DA 
his own Induſtry and Labour get his Living ; 
and 2 Rich Man, who is in Sickneſs, may 

ſupply himſelf with neceſſary to re- 
lieve and cure him : But the ſame Per- 
fon is both Poor and Sick at the fame time: 
when his Sickneſs puts him our of a Condi- 


tion of a Subliſtence, and his Po- 
very daguives him of thoſe Things which 
to ſupport and ſuccour him in 


his Sickneſs, he may then be faid to be ſu- 
miſerable. - 
I: muſt therefore confelſedly be of great 
Uſe, to have Charitable Societies eſtabliſh'd, 
for the Relief nor of thoſe Poor who are in 
Health; ( for they do not much want i) nor 
af the Sick who arc Rich ; (for they may re- 
lieve themſelves) but for the Relief of thoſe 


1 


"This &'the grear Work 1 now. pigpoſe ; 
2 Work which will indeed be highly ad- 


to the Bodies of thoſe who are 
Poor and Sick; bur j 


Souls of thoſe, who-ſhall either in their per- 
ſons, or with their Subſtance, contribute to 
the promoting of it. 
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more fo, to the 


of the t a Need 4 
1 Hall theiefore; | 
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Compaſſion, 
are nteſſry for the Relief of be Sick. 
proper for — 
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IL Ther bend be a Plyſcian, an Aj 


manded of thoſe that are Members of it ; no- 
thing but their Labour and their Pains, their 
Advice and Aſſiſtance. Yer, if they are will- 
ing to give of their Subſtance to promote 
this Good and Holy Work, malen 


of the Sick and\Needy. 11 
2 when they dv pra Ob 
ſlhcieur t anſwer iti Do- 
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General Inſpection 
d 2 and ſee thar all de Rules E We 


* Society be fairkfully ved and Kepe; ; and 
. they ought 


NIA. 


more ready to this good 


of this Charitable Society ; which will admire 


leſt to the 
| r 
r o 
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of the Sick and Need. 15 


over all the Tranſ⸗ 


to animire and encourage the Si- 
ſters by their Zeal and Exhortations.” And 


to be. hoped, that the Clergy will be 
_ Work, Face it i 


the peculiar Office of the loweſt Order of 
cw, nd har hey emny prom 


bene 


2 Generat'Notion 


but they muſt be 
t and Diſcretion of thoſe, 


of great 


2 Work. 5 
Nor is it ſo difficult ro be carried on, 
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Charge 
A 


long obliged to this Trouble 
Soc cons of thy or ory Members, 


x 2 
dener DifGeuley will be w have the | 


of it defrayed 
raiſe 
Sly a4 to 
s | 


how this 
in the —ü— 


iir ber * 
"The 
uxpding this Work, will be the providing 
to 
(ad hs ll wore ear, — 
ſician or Apothecary ; 1 
Advice gratis ety, WT gave te | 
1 ; or x leak there are ſome 
and except in REN: | 
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Price for his Drugs. . 
or his Drags. As for the Food of thoſe | 
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that are fick, it is not much, and they, whole 
Buſineſs it is to viſit them, may procure it 
of Rich Members of their Society, or of the 
e who are 
generally ready to ſend in proper and com- 
fortable Things to them: Nor will it coſt 


e ene 
ſhould be paid for out of the Common 


Stock. 


For the Raiſng whereof, we have already 
hinted at a Method, vis. That three or four 
wanded, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhall be 

to go among |t their Friends, and ſuch at ave 
able and well-diſpoſed : And I doubt not, but 


Belides, it is to be hoped and expected. 
that many will, of their own Accord, ſend 
in of their Charity ; particularly thoſe who 
arc in Conſcience bound, as they value their 
Salvation, to make Reſtitution of their un- 
juſt Gains ; and know not the Perſons whom = 
they have wronged, and to whom they are 
obliged to make Reſtirurion. 

C 


It 
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I theſe Means ſhould 


rain one, which will, in a great Meaſure, 
ſupply the Demands that may be made, 
without any further or Trouble ; 
and that is, the appropriating the Offerings of 
the Sacrament to this Uſe. It is Matter of 
Grief to a great many good People to ob- 
ſerve, that in many Pariſhes in the Country, 
there are no made at the Holy Sa- 
crament; and that in ſeveral Pariſhes in this 
wn hy, oy oe puns wo the 
[ 


dorf Rates, and ſerve only to leſſen them; 


which, in Effect, is not giving to the Poor, 
but eaſing the Rich; who, by the Laws of 
the Land, are obliged to maintain them : 


And this makes many of them very ſparing 
in their at the Sacrament ; where- 
25 if they were aſſured, that what they gave 
would only be applyed to the Uſe here pro- 
poſed, without doubt they would give more 
plentifully. And to make Pariſhes more 
willing to apply the Offerings to this Uſe, 
( though it is chiefly, * if not ſolely in the 
'® See the Rubvick after the Communion, which orders that, 


Hf the Church- Wardens do not agree with the Miniſter, 
it ſhould be left to the Diſcretion of the Ordinary. 


Power 


| fail, and not raiſe 2 - 
ſufficient Fund; yet is there a ſure and ccr- 


a wn as ww oo ot oa . 
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of the Sick and Needy. 19 
Power of the to diſpoſe of ir as they 
Mall think fit) it may be ſo ordered, that 
| they who are ſick and needy ſhould, whillt 
they continue ſuch, have no other Relief from 
the Overſcers, but what comes from this 
Fund; and under the Care of 


be 
Society ; except the other Members of 
their Family want Relicf from the Pariſh 
during the Sickneſs of the Head of it. 


And that this may be more effectually and 
carefully it will be proper that 
the Church Wardens and Overſeers, and 
their Wives, as alſo the Wife of the Mini- 
ſter, or Curate be invited to enter into this 
Bur if this Method ſhould not be 
of, or what is raiſed by it ſhould not be fuf- 
ficient : What is then to be done? Why, 
Application is to be made by the Petitianing 
Sifters to the Overſeers of the Fariſh, who, 
by the Laws in Force, are obliged 
to relieve the Sick and Needy : So that there 
is no Occafion of any new Law; no new 

Burthens laid upon the People. __ 
And if the Members of this Society did 
nothing elſe, but only make it their Bu- 
neſs to ſearch out thoſe that are fick, and 
e want 
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want Relief; and then ſee, that they had 


chat Relicf from the Pariſh, which is neceſ- 
ſary to preſerve them from for 
Lack of Suſtenance, they would do a great 
and good Work. 

To encourage which, 
great Benchi and 
it, is what I in the third and laſt Place pro- 


poled : We ſhall be encouraged to this good 
Work, if we conſider, 


and to ſhew the 


Ss „„ 
of thoſe, which will be more eſpecially en- 


quired into, at the Day of Judgment, 
For thus will our Bleſſed Saviour ſay to 


viſited me, to thoſe on the Left Hand, I was 


„ ye baue done it unto me, ver. 40. 
to the latter; Inaſmuch as ye did it not to one 


of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me, ver. 45. 


What terrible Words are theſe to ſuch as 
neglect this Duty ? What Comfort do they 
afford to thoſe who perform it ? If we have 
any Love and Reſpect for our Bleſſed Savi- 


that will attend 


thoſe on his Right Hand; I was fick, and ye 
fck and ye viſtad me not, nnr. 36-43. 
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 toviſit, and to do all kind Offices to the Sick 


TT] 


| our; any Gratitude for the great Things he 


and by the Neglect of it, we ſhall be con- 
demned. 


$ _ 


Z 


of the-Sick and Needy. 21 


hath done for us, we ſhall be always ready 


and Needy ; fince he himſelf hath told us, 
that inaſmuch as we do it to one of the leaſt 


br Jon bot whe Yer further, if 
we have any Regard 


< Onto. fnce by it we ſhall be jnflifed, 


And as our Bleſſed Saviour hath in his 


: 


| 


: 
Ll 
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Reaſon'of which, he himſelf tells us; 1 
Jour Lord and Maſter have waſhed your Feet, | 
ye alſo ought to waſh one another's Feet : For? 
have given you an Example, that ye ſhould do 


as I bave done 10 you, Joh. xiii. And wherein 


do we imitate this Example 2 Wherein can i 


we ſo well imitate it, as in viſiting the Sick 
and Needy, and miniſtring to them with 
our own Hands ? 


In Obedience to, and Compliance with i it, 


the Kings and Queens of the Earth have on 
Maunday - T burſday laid aſide their Crowns 


and Scepters, and in Perſon adminiſtred to 
the Poor and Needy : Now they do it by 


their Almoners ; and my Author (to whom 
I am ina great Meaſure obliged for this new 
Scheme which I here offer to the Publick ) 
tells us, that in Paris the Princeſſes, Ducheſ- 
ſes, and thoſe who are of the higheſt Qua- 
lity, and neareſt to the Crown, do with 
Chearfulneſs 


and take Pleaſure in viſuing them; and in 
miniſtring to them with their own Hands : 


Others protect theſe Socicties by their Au. 


thority, and ſupport them by their Libera- 
As 


enter into this Charitable So- 
cicty for the Relief of the Sick and Needy; : 
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' eſtabliſhed in all the Pariſhes in France; and 
that even in thoſe, where there ſeemed leaſt 
Means capable to ſapport i it, and the Eſta- 


4 of Chriſt, not 


of the Sick and Needy. 23 


As alſo he tells us, that it is generally 


bliſkment of it was at firſt rhought a Thing 

impoſſible, and ridiculed, it has wonder- 
fully ſucceeded; and produced very great 
and good Effects. 

Since we have the Command 
and Example of our Bleſſed Saviour; and 
alſo the Example of thoſe whom in other 
Things we excell ; it is to be hoped, that we 


| ſhall in no whit come behind them, in imi- 


ung ee 
his Commands. | 
Charity is moſt ac- 


And as this Work of 
ceptable to Jeſus Chriſt. So 


2. It is highly Beneficial and Advan= 
tageous to thoſe that are relieved by it: Ir 


extends both to their Bodies and Souls; and 
may be a Means of ſaving both from Death: 
| Befides, it will mightily refreſh their Spirits, 
and fill them full of Conſolation and Joy, 
to ſee thoſe who are their Su 


S con- 
deſcend to viſit and aſſiſt them: It will be 


only 


able to relieve, neceſſarily gives them; bur 


iſtring the Sacrament 


Bleffing upon 
and Health. Therefore, 


give them ſtrong 


of them : It will ſerve to convince them of 


24 Propoſal for the Relief 
only (as we have already ſhown) in that it | 
will caſe them of the Pain, which the fecing 
thoſe poor fick Perſons, which they are not 


alſo it will give them an Opportunity of 
knowing thoſe that are fick in their Pariſh; | 


the Publick, not only as it will fave many | 
of the fick and needy Members; but alſo | 
as it will draw down the Divine Favour and 
thoſe, that arc in Proſperity | 


eee fs bet ts "te eee 


© | 


P. 


e 
| none 
| Man. Peace at the-laſt, or afford any 


det a Time that i is, to 121 


maturalhy 

 Bleffing of Health and Plenty; © ded 
| fal for them ; to examine what Uſe they 
| have hicherto made of them; and to reſolve 
o make a better for the Time to come: It 
Will teach them alſo to be content in their 
Oondition, be ir whar ir will ; fince they.ſee 
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draw them off from the 
their own Death ; and give them frequent 


Opportunities 
dne of the maſt-effecuall Means of 
| for it. Upon theſe Accounts it is, thar the 
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E the- Sick and Neetly. 25 
and Vanity of the: Weald ; that 
the Things of it will giv? 7a 
Com- 
fort to him hben be lies bon a 4 Bal ef 
Sickneſs : And of the Danger of truſting to 
a Death-Bed-Repentance ; and how impro- 


which can never be begun too ſoon: Ic will 
lead them to conſider the great 


others in a much worſe ; and laſtly, it will 
22 
of the World; and put them in mind of 


of thinking on it; which · is 


wiſe Man ſays, It is better 10 go to the Houſe 
of Mourning, thes to the Heaſe of Feafline: 
And St. Jamer deſcribes it to be pure Reli- 
El tne. to viſit the 
atherleſs and the Widow. 


 _ conlider farther the great Beneſit and Advan- | 
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| And now let ĩt not be objefted, that this | 
Work of Charity is a troubleſome and un- 
_ pleaſant Work : It is tine indeed, that a 
poor Cottage where the Wind blows in on 
_ -everySide; an hard Bed ſtuffed with Straw, 
on which the poor fick Wretch lies; a few 
Tattered Rags, which ſerved to be a Cover- 
ing to his weak and naked Body; but a- 
dove all, that noiſome Smell which ordins- | 
-rily attends him languiſhing upon the Bed 
of Sickneſs in ſuch a mean and ftreight | 
Finer, is no_very agreeable and inviting | 


the Eye of Faith behold Him, as it were, 
lying upon the Bed of Sickneſs : If we 


rage which we by this Labour of Love ſhall | 
bring to others, and to our-own Souls ; we 


Mall acknowledge ãt to be the moſt 


ful and profitable Sight we can behold ; | 
beſt and moſt uſeful Viſit we can make; and 


the moſt pleaſant — 
-we can be 
thoſe, who becauſe of he Bu- 


And as for 
ſineſs and State of Life they are 


engaged in; or for Want of Humility, Cha- 


ricy, and Zeal, Co 
table Society; 


